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newly opened blue lotuses. The surface of
(His) brow is lit by shaken flowing curls and
a yellow tila'k1 (His breast) by a lovely sway-
ing garland. (3:5: 7-8)

5. (His) beloved face is the spotless orb of
a waning autumnal moon, the eye a broad
lotus petal, the cheeks are brightened by
twinkling jewels (on) a cord of golden earrings,
the high and dainty nose is a bud; more
beautiful than vermilion is the lower lip, the
beauty of (His) gentle smile (is lovelier) than an
opening lotus, frail white jasmine2 and thorn-
apple flower.3 New leaves and flowers gathered
wild are made into necklets and (now) shine on
the charming conch-like throat. (3:5: 9-10)

6. The shoulders are decked with a string
of santuna'k^ buds hanging down, visited by
wandering intoxicated black bees, His beauty
being enhanced by a gleaming string of big
pearls, and the lovely kaustubha5 (shining)

1 the round mark on the centre of the forehead, usually held to
be auspicious.

2 Skt: kunda, a variety of this favourite scented white flower,
{fieriufH odorum)*             \

3 Skt; dhatura, a very poisonous plant, (datura alba).

4 a tree of Paradise, not identifiable by botanists.

5 the precious gem which hangs on the breast of Vishnu, and
so of Krishna; "through it Sun. Fire, Voice, Moon reveal their
own form ", says the Gopdiottaratlipimyopani^ad, 54.